colonialism, used the writings of the Nigerian writer Amos Tutuola, famous for his imaginary story Palm Wine Drinkard, published 65 years ago by Faber and Faber in London, to show that the present shift in African studies should get inspiration from this novel. Why now to dig out Tutuola? The answer Nyamnjoh gave is complex. Tutuola's writings symbolise the mobility, anxiety and incompleteness of the world in which we share our living. At the same time Tutuola projects the posssibility of completeness. Nyamnjoh showed he was a master of writing himself, a true follower of Tutuola, and the audience felt his mastery of thought and words quite literally.
The second keynote speaker was Pavel Mikeš, an accomplished Africanist and at the moment also ambassador of the Czech Republic to Nigeria. His topic was "External Migration in West Africa." The speaker described how migrants prepare themselves for the long journey and what could discourage them from the dangers of suffering. The question of migration is very complex and Dr Mikeš tried hard to convey the complexities. As is well known, the Czech Republic has pursued anti-migration policies and therefore the task of the speaker was the more challenging. The first panel was general, as it dealt with mobility and migration discourses and practicies. Birgit Englert lectured about African mobility studies and applied her thoughts to Tanzania and African migrants in France. Stephanie Rudwick spoke about English as the lingua franca of Africa, opening the world to Africans. Kateřina Mildnerová and Pavel Miškařík reported about their research on the identities of Czech living in Namibia. Finally, Sarah Lunaček, a Slovene specialist on African nomadism, brought in the sedentarisation of Niger Tuaregs as a problem in the ambiguity of nomadism.
The next panel opened with the paper by Vladimír Klíma, one of the founding fathers of Czech African Studies. His paper about Ashanti magic was based on his ambassadorial experience in Ghana. Victor Marsai gave a captivating account on the nomadism of Al Shabaab, a terrorist group in Somalia. The panel was enriched by the paper of Noemi Steuer, who examined mobility narratives of protesting Malian students. The final paper in this panel was by Vilém Řehák who discussed the problem of strategic infrastructure projects in Africa, including the fast rail lines built by the Chinese.
The third panel was devoted to the cultural aspects of mobility and migration. Daniel Künzler, a Swiss sociologist working on Africa, analysed videos from East Africa. Dobrota Pucherová, a Slovak literary scholar attached both to the Slovak Academy of Sciences and the University of Vienna, concentrated on contemporary women's writing on migration. Vojtěch Šarše presented a paper on migrants in the anticolonial novels by Francophone authors. Stone, a book by Steven Robins, about his relatives' attempts to break out of the Hitlerite cage in which Jews were deprived of citizenship only to realise that South Africa was not prepared to receive them as refugees. Robins' grandparents, aunt and uncle had to die in Nazi hecatombs. The speaker pointed out that the destinies of refugees in today's Africa and Asia (Rohingya) seem to repeat the story described so vividly in Robins's book .
The conference confirmed the vitality of African studies in postcommunist Europe and its strengthening links with African studies worldwide. Revised versions of the papers will be published. The next "Viva Africa" conference will take place in the Palacký University at Olomouc in 2019.
